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The story of Ann and Lydia does not end
with the work that they do. It continues with
their encouragement and support of others
who volunteer for the community. If someone
is receiving an award, they are there. If some-
thing is being dedicated, they are there. If
someone puts on a parade, they are there. If
there is a civic ceremony, yes, they are there.
With encouragement comes hope and with
hope comes the wherewithal a city needs to
tackle its future. Ann and Lydia Endrejatis pro-
vide Collinsville with concrete acts of kindness
and to them we give our heartfelt thanks.
Diakonia.

| offer my personal congratulations to my
friends Ann and Lydia as well as my thanks to
the Collinsville Chamber of Commerce for
being as moved by Diane’s nomination as |
was.

————

COMMMENDATION OF TECH. SGT.
THOMAS NEVIN

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today in commendation
of Tech. Sgt. Thomas Nevin, recipient of this
year's USO Warrior of the Year award for the
Cleveland area.

Sgt. Nevin is a member of the 910th Civil
Engineer Squadron out of Youngstown Air Re-
serve Station in my district, and | am proud of
his service to America in the war on terrorism.
Sergeant Nevin was selected for volunteering
to serve in Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraqi Freedom for over a year and
a half. While deployed, he received high
praise from his superiors as he demonstrated
his technical skills in replacing generators, re-
directing a power outage, and installing diesel
generators. In Iraq, he led a task force that
doubled the available power to an airport in an
area that was considered potentially dan-
gerous. As our service men and women work
hard daily to rebuild and improve Irag’s power
grid, | am confident Sergeant Nevin was vital
to that effort while deployed.

Mr. Speaker, at a time that calls for men
and women to stand up and volunteer, | am
privileged to have a constituent that appeals to
our best qualities as citizens. It is good to
know the people of Ohio’s 17th congressional
district are represented in uniform by a man
with character, courage, and commitment to
national service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM RYUN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, | missed five votes in the House of
Representatives on June 25, 2004. Had |
been in attendance | would have made the fol-
lowing votes:

Vote on the Sanders amendment to H.R.
4614, Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act of FY 2005. Had | been in at-
tendance, | would have voted “no.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Vote on the Wilson (NM) amendment to
H.R. 4614, Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Act of FY 2005. Had | been in
attendance, | would have voted “no.”

Vote on the Meehan amendment to H.R.
4614, Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act of FY 2005. Had | been in at-
tendance, | would have voted “no.”

Vote on the Hefley amendment to H.R.
4614, Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act of FY 2005. Had | been in at-
tendance, | would have voted “yea.”

Vote on passage of H.R. 4614, Energy and
Water Development Appropriations Act of FY
2005. Had | been in attendance, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE THORNE ECOLOGI-
CAL INSTITUTE

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 50th anniversary of the
Thorne Ecological Institute (TEI), its record of
providing ecological education and environ-
mental awareness to countless numbers of
young people, and its development of forward-
looking environmental policies.

| believe that many of the problems which
face our Nation can be solved through better
understanding and awareness of our natural
surroundings. For 50 years, the Thorne Eco-
logical Institute has been dedicated to fulfilling
this goal by giving hands-on experience to
children and adults in Colorado.

In 1954, Dr. Oakleigh Thorne, Il, established
the Thorne Ecological Institute in hopes of
bringing environmental education to the com-
munity of Boulder, Colorado. He taught a vari-
ety of courses at the University of Colorado at
Boulder, working to increase his students’ un-
derstanding of the environment and its com-
plex interrelationships. His goal was to “con-
nect people to nature,” and the last 50 years
have seen this goal met with great success.
To this day, the Thorne Ecological Institute
maintains its commitment to environmental
education, now with a focus on children and
young people in the Colorado’s Front Range.
Innovative programs like Project BEAR—Build-
ing Environmental Awareness and Respect—
reach inner-city children and establish a con-
nection with the wonders of nature, an invalu-
able accomplishment and contribution to our
society.

In addition to their outstanding efforts with
children, the Institute was a catalyst in estab-
lishing environmental organizations in Colo-
rado, including the first chapters of the Nature
Conservancy, the Sierra Club, and the Denver
Audubon Society. These organizations have
been essential to the protection and promotion
of Colorado’s environment, and their impact is
a direct result of Dr. Thorne’s pioneering work.

| would also like to recognize the Thorne
Ecological Institute for its innovation within en-
vironmental policy. The City of Boulder has
been honored nationally for its policy of buying
open-space to ensure a high quality of life for
its residents. We must remember, though, that
the Institute played a critical role in developing
this landmark policy. Moreover, long before
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the Environmental Protection Agency required
environmental impact studies, the TElI was
conducting them in Colorado to increase un-
derstanding of the consequences of commer-
cial development and to lay the foundation for
their mitigation.

Mr. Speaker, environmental understanding
and protection of environmental quality are
things close to my heart—and the Thorne Ec-
ological Institute has been at the forefront of
the environmental movement in the Rockies
for 50 years. Under the leadership of Dr.
Oakleigh Thorne, II, the TEI has fulfilled the
dream of connecting people to nature. | con-
gratulate the Thorne Ecological Institute for its
accomplishments and ask my colleagues to
join me in appreciation.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING MAR-
ION STEWART ON HER 99TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Marion Stewart was born on July
19, 1905; and

Whereas, Marion Stewart is celebrating her
99th birthday today; and

Whereas, Marion Stewart, is a long-time ac-
tive participant in the social and civic life of the
community; and

Whereas, Marion Stewart has exemplified a
love for her family and friends and must be
commended for her life-long dedication to
helping others.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in
wishing Marion Stewart a very happy 99th
birthday.

—————

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY’S 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
in this special order commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of Penn State Uni-
versity. As a proud alumnus of Penn State
University, | can attest to the quality of edu-
cation offered by this outstanding institution of
higher learning.

Beginning like so many other state univer-
sities as a school to provide an education in
farming and agricultural science to the citizens
of Pennsylvania—which, by the way, is still
one of its important missions—the Agricultural
College of Pennsylvania in Centre County,
Pennsylvania, grew rapidly and has educated
thousands of Americans over the last 150
years.

Today, The Pennsylvania State University
boasts 20 branch campuses across the com-
monwealth and offers a full range of under-
graduate majors and graduate degrees, as
well as a college of medicine and a highly re-
spected law school. In fact, many of Penn
State’s grad schools are considered among
the nation’s top ten in their fields. It has an en-
rolliment of over 80,000 students each year,
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